
Directed by Mark Harry Creter  

Music Direction by Mendy Richards 

Tech Players’ 68th Season 

The TTU Department of English and the APO Dramatic 
Honor Society in Cooperation with Center Stage present 

the 2022 Tech Players’ Autumn Production.  
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Book and Lyrics by 
 Jason Spraggins

Music by 
Matt Glickstein



The Settings of the Play 
Conference Room, Cermark Hospital, Chicago,  

Gacy’s Childhood Home, Living Room of Summerdale 
Hose, 1970’s, Lincoln Park, Statesville Prison Exterior, 

Illinois. 

The Time of the Play 
Late 1979-1980.  

Flashbacks to 1955, 1970’s. 

Crawlspace will have a 15 minute intermission. 

Concessions are for sale in the lobby.  

Crawlspace: A True Crime Musical is based on the  
story of a convicted serial killer. Although inspired by 
his own words and the public record of his life and 
crimes, this is a work of historical fiction. Certain 
names and identifying details have been changed to 
protect the privacy of individuals. Fictional characters 
have been added, and liberties have been taken that  
differentiate this work from the true-life events. The 
musical is a theatrical re-imagining of the story and 
horror of the case.    Jason Spraggins 

TRIGGER WARNING: The content of this production may be 
emotionally challenging and potentially traumatizing. It     
includes depictions and themes that are highly sensitive in   
nature, including: 

Sexual assault, Abuse, Mentions of Suicide, Violence,     
Kidnapping and abduction, Death or dying, Blood, Mental 
illness, Torture, Homophobia, including slurs. 



The Persons of the Play

Ryan Steele*……………………………………….....................John  

Emma Olson*………………………….... Doctor Judith Matthewson 

Tristan Miller………………………………………... Chris Morretti 

Maddie Maas……………………………………………..........Carol  

The Multiples: 

Aaron Ramsey………………………………………... Jack Hanley 

Vaughn Gavigan…………………………………. Pogo the Clown 

Corey Goavec………………………………………... The Old Man 

Emily Holman…………………………………….... Young Johnny 

Becca Moore………………………………………... John’s Mother 

Bryce Brown……………………………………….... Stevie White 

Dylan Trapp………………………………………... Robbie Clark 

Andy Gibson…………………..Detective Gabowski, Ensemble #4 

The Ensemble: Park Boys, Police Officers, Neighbors, etc. 

Aaron Ross………………………………………...….Ensemble #1 

David Cheek……………………………………….... Ensemble #2 

Evyn Franklin………………………………………...Ensemble #3 

Lee Bieder……………………………………………. Ensemble #5 

Ashley Hale*……………………………………….... Ensemble #6 

Lorelei Jernigan……………………………………...Ensemble #7 

Lilly Cunningham…………………………………... Ensemble #8 

*signifies member of Alpha Psi Omega , Pi Upsilon Cast
Dramatic Honor Society 



The Production Staff 

Producer/Director: Mark Harry Creter* 

Technical Director/Head of Design: Bob Cardana* 

Facilities Manager: James Lyle Alder* 

Music Director: Mendy Richards* 

Associate Director: Samuel Dunn 

Vocal Coach: Chelsea Holland* 

Stage Manager: Chloe White 

Assistant Stage Manager: Emma Waltenbaugh* 

Assistant Stage Manager/Sound Designer: James Lyle Alder* 

Deck Manager: William Guynn 

Assistant Deck Manager: Kyra Harmon 

Assistant to the Assistant Stage Manager: Catherine McCaig* 

Fight Captain: Aaron Ramsey 

Light Board Operator: Miranda Boyd 

Follow Spot Operators: Sam Hunter, Kennady Campbell 

Sound Board Operator:  Madison Roessel 

Audio Engineer: Nathan McPherson 

Projection Operator: Avantika Laine 

Set Construction/Painting: Students in Stagecraft I, II  

Backstage Crew: Robert Olson, Briley Dempsey, Malena Nesbitt 

Prop Masters: Alivia Hintz, Malena Nesbitt, Rachel Hasting 

Prop Team and Crew: Hannah Vaughn, Ally Cooper, William 

Guynn, Briley Barnett, Chloe White, Bethany Brock, Robyn     

Mccullah, Billy Sunday  

*signifies member of Alpha Psi Omega , Pi Upsilon Cast Dramatic Honor Society



The Production Staff 

Makeup Chief: Thomas Moore 

Makeup Crew: Alex Hall, Angela Maddock 

Costumers: Anthony Herd, Amy Ing, Billy George, Sarah Wharton 

Box Office Manager: Eddie Sorrow 

Box Office Assistants: Chloe Jones, Kenny Payne 

House Managers: Laken Brown, Cayla Johnson 

Concessions: Erica Potter, Caleb Anderson 

Program Design: M. Creter*  

Poster/Billboard Design: Joseph Clark* 

Videographer/Photographer: Quentin Powell*  

Playhouse Emeritus: Colin Forsyth* 

*signifies member of Alpha Psi Omega, Pi Upsilon cast Dramatic Honor Society

Portrait of Pogo the Clown by John Wayne Gacy. 



Our Lovely and Talented Cast 

Maddie Maas 

  Ryan Steele * 

Andy Gibson 

Aaron Ramsey Vaughn Gavigan 

Emily Holman 

  Emma Olson* 

Becca Moore 

Corey Goavec 

Tristan Miller 



Our Lovely and Talented Cast 

Evyn Franklin 

Ashley Hale * Aaron Ross 

Lilly Cunningham 

Dylan Trapp Lorelei Jernigan 

Bryce Brown Lee Bieder 

*signifies member of Alpha Psi Omega Dramatic Honor Society



The Orchestra 

Conductor: Mendy Richards* 

Pianist: Josh Davis 

2nd Pianist: Chris Keams 

Guitarist: Kerry Stone 

Bassist: David Odegard 

Drummer: Jazzy Jones 

BACKDOOR IMPROV TROUPE (BIT)     
Interested in being funny?      

Interested in being funny quickly??? 
Come on down to the Backdoor Playhouse on Fridays from 

4:15-5:30 and join Tech's new IMPROV Team.      
Anyone and everyone is welcome!  

*signifies member of Alpha Psi Omega Dramatic Honor Society



The beautiful costumes 
for this production 

provided by  



MUSICAL NUMBERS 

Act One: 

LOOK BENEATH  Chris and Dr. Matthewson 

THERE IS MORE  John  

DUMB AND STUPID The Old Man and Mother  

THE MASK  Mother and Young Johnny 

THE VICTIM   Gacy  

BOYS OF THE NIGHT/ ON THE HUNT Park Boys and Gacy 

THE YARD PARTY  John and Dr. Matthew son 

LOOK BENEATH REPRISE #1  John and Dr. Matthewson  

TIGHTEN UP THE NOOSE  John and the Multiples  

BURIED SECRETS  John, Dr. Matthew son, Voices 

STONE BY STONE  Dr. Matthewson  

I DON’T REALLY KNOW YOU Carol and John  

THE YARD PARTY REPRISE   Robbie  

WHO’S IN CONTROL?  John and his Multiples  

LOOK BENEATH REPRISE #2  Young Johnny  

********************************************* 

Act Two: 

WHAT KIND OF  MAN?  Neighbors 

SOMETHING FOUL   Detective Gabowski and John  

FOR THIS DEVIL  Chris and Dr. Matthewson  

THE LIVING DEAD  Young Johnny/ Living Dead Teens 

OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND John and Dr. Matthew son  

A NEW BEGINNING   John and Carol  

TIGHTEN UP THE NOOSE REPRISE  John, Gabowski, & Cops 

PRESSURE  John and his Multiples 

AGAINST THE WALL Jack and John  

AFTER ALL  Dr. Matthewson and Cast  

EPILOGUE  Dr. Matthewson and the Multiples 



About the players… 

Emma Olson* (Dr. Judith Matthewson) is a 22 year old senior at TTU. She has been 
in about 25 stage productions, and this is her fourth show at the Backdoor Playhouse. 
She played “The Narrator” in the 2021 production of The Fantasticks right here in the   
Playhouse. She wants to thank you for coming.  Enjoy the show!  

Ryan Steele* (John) is incredibly honored to get to take part in his very first world 
premiere, the fact that it is a musical that he gets to sing in makes it so much more 
exciting and so much more terrifying. You may have seen him acting here at the 
Backdoor in Hughie most recently, or at CPAC as Morgenhall in The Dock Brief or as 
Lloyd in Noises Off. He is very grateful for all of the people that have come together to 
make this production possible, and the massive amount of patience they have     
demonstrated as they worked with a pretty terrified musical amateur. He is also grateful 
for all of the support, late line throughs, and lyrical notes he’s gotten from his wonderful 
and talented partner Jordyn. He would also like to take the opportunity to publicly    
denounce almost his entire family (you are a good sister, Abbie) for refusing to humor 
him by attending this fucked up show.  

Tristan Miller (Chris Morretti) is a TN Tech Freshman and is no stranger to acting. 

Having grown up in a theatre family, he’s been a theatre kid his entire life. Tristan has 

performed as Chip from Beauty & the Beast, as Boy in Peter & the Starcatcher, Horatio 

in Hamlet, and as Jock Allan, David Poe, and Rufus Griswold in Nevermore: The     

Imaginary Life and Mysterious Death of Edgar Allen Poe. Tristan is also an     

accomplished voice actor, playing numerous characters in the comedy western podcast    

Alabaster Flats. And he doesn’t stop there–he’s also a successful indie film actor with 
credits in 5 award-winning short films. Tristan is currently majoring in metal-smithing 

with a minor in (you guessed it) theatre. He’s very grateful for the opportunity to     

originate the role of Chris Morretti in Crawlspace: A True Crime Musical Thriller!

Maddie Maas (Carol) is new to the Backdoor Playhouse stage. She first acted in her 
middle school's production of Alice in Wonderland. Her favorite roles include "Alice" 
in The Addams Family and "Golde" in The Fiddler on the Roof. She would like to thank 
her family for seeing the show and her boyfriend, Owen, for helping her learn her lines.  

Aaron Ramsey (Jack) is becoming a regular at the Backdoor Playhouse. Having     
previously played the role of “Shreddy Eddy” in Airness here at the Backdoor     
Playhouse. He has also worked backstage on different productions and continues to be 
involved in many ways. Having not gotten the opportunity to be a part of theatre until 
college, he is very grateful to have fallen in love with it so much. He would like to thank 
his friends that continue to stick with him and asks that they don’t judge him for how 
well he plays such an awful character. And he would like to give special thanks to those 
that continue to   support art and free speech, even if they don’t agree with it all the 
time.   

Corey Goavec (The Old Man) is a returning actor to the Backdoor Playhouse. Even 

though he does not have much acting experience, he wanted to continue his interest of 

acting and is now here. After being cast as Mark “Facebender” Lender in Chelsea     

Marcantel’s Airness, directed by Mark Harry Creter, he  wanted to pursue acting further 

and was even cast in a couple of student’s One Act plays at the end of the Spring 2022 

semester. He wants to thank his friends that got him into acting and to thank the     

wonderful people at the Backdoor  Playhouse for putting on this show.  

*signifies member of Alpha Psi Omega Dramatic Honor Society



About the players… 

Emily Holman (Young Johnny) loves all things Theatre, especially at the    

Backdoor Playhouse. While Crawlspace is her first time acting at the Playhouse, 
she has been in and worked on many productions (both here and back in her 

hometown of Springfield, TN). She hopes that this will be the start of a full acting 
career here in Cookeville. 

Rebecca “Becca” Moore (Mother) is new to the Backdoor Playhouse stage. She 
would like to share that the theatre is her happy place. She grew up on the stage 
being a dancer.  Her favorite roles include “Mother Abbess” in Gallatin High 
School’s production of The Sound of Music and “The Caterpillar” in Vol State 
Community College’s Children’s Theatre production of Alice in Wonderland. She 
wishes to thank her production team for believing in her ability to play this role. 
She also would like to thank her family and friends for coming to see this show. 
To her great grandmother Mama Hawk, Becca knows that she would be proud to 
see where a love of performing can take her. 

Bryce A. Brown (Stevie) is fresh to the Backdoor Playhouse and is  excited to get 
back on stage! Bryce has been involved with productions at Upperman High 

School such as Oklahoma, where he played the role of “Cord Elam”, and     
Footloose where he acted as a main dancer. He wishes to thank his parents for 

encouraging him to pursue theater and his Director, who gave him a shot. 

Dylan Trapp (Robbie Clark) is new to the Backdoor Playhouse stage. His first 
big role was in 2015 when he played "Slowpoke" in Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs the musical with Dream Reality Group. He then worked on five more 
plays with them before doing plays for other directors. He wishes to thank Logan 

Taylor, his very first director, for giving him a love for theatre at such a young 
age. 

David Cheek (Ensemble 2, Daddy) is an actor who is frequently involved with 

the Backdoor Playhouse. He got his start in Chelsea High School, playing roles in 
the plays Rapunzel: Uncut as “Narrator #1” (one of two of his favorite roles),  

Rumors as “Sam”, and The Least Offensive Play in the Whole Darn World as 
“Johnny”, The Addams Family as “Conquistador Ancestor”, Almost, Maine as 

“Pete”. David also has some experience in murder mystery dinners, playing 
“Enrique” in The Sour Grapes of Wrath, as well as writing a comedic western 

murder mystery dinner theater piece called The Last Chance to Skedaddle. David 
got his start in the Backdoor Playhouse playing “Mortimer Mortimer” (his other 
favorite role) in the play Failure: A Love Story. Also, he played a role of “Dan” in 

the one-act Not in the Light. David has some theater tech experience at the Back-
door Playhouse when he worked on sound in the Backdoor Playhouse’s produc-

tion of Airness. David would like to thank his high school theater teacher Francie 
Gardner Pender for inspiring his passion for acting, as well as her valuable acting 

advice that will stay with him throughout his acting career. 

*signifies member of Alpha Psi Omega Dramatic Honor Society 



About the players… 

Vaughn Gavigan (Pogo the Clown) is making his second theatrical appearance in 
the Playhouse. Previously, he featured in Failure: a Love Story as John N. Fail.    
During Crawlspace's developed, he promises he wasn't clowning around, and that no 
funny business was involved in the perfection of his character. Outside of theater, 
Vaughn studies as a Computer Science student who plans to go into video game    
development after he graduates in 2024. As for why he was interested in theater, he 
must say "Acting and roleplay are two things I find make me happier at the end of the 
day. Working in this production has really helped to increase my self-confidence as 
well."  

Aaron D. Ross (Ensemble 1) is coming straight from Memphis TN, and is one of the 
Backdoor Playhouses supporters and players. He would like people to know that he 

doesn't choose to stress the little stuff and fun and business can be in the same light! 
He first got involved with the Backdoor Playhouse as a House Manager for the   

showing of "The Fantasticks" and later in his career "The Wolves". His first big   
character he played was Golden Thunder of the play "Airness", which he had to rock 
on for multiple nights spreading the word of peace! He would like to thank his bosses 

James and Mark for believing in his capabilities.  

E. Franklin (Gary/ensemble #3) is a sophomore at Tech and majors in Musical
Theater. They have been in multiple productions including, but not limited
to Aladin as “Iago the Parrot” and The Princess and The Frog as
“Shadowman” both at Salt and Light Studios in Sweetwater, Tennessee.  They would
like to thank all of their friends, family, and boyfriend for believing in them to do
what they love to do.

Andy Gibson (Detective Grabowski) is excited for his first performance in the 
Backdoor Playhouse. In high school productions, he played Lumiere in Beauty and 
the Beast and Ren McCormick in Footloose. He is appreciative of the amazing,     
talented crew in the Playhouse.  

Lee Bieder (Ensemble 5) pronounced bee-der, plays ensemble member #5 which 
includes the characters, Tim, and neighbor 6. This is his second play/musical he has 
been in and his first time in this theater, the Backdoor Playhouse, it has been fun and 
quite the learning experience for me. 

Ashley Hale* (Ensemble 6) was born in Waterloo, Iowa on March 19th, 1952. She 
spends her free time wondering through parks or attending colonial themed block 
parties.  

Lorelei Jernigan (Reporter/Ensemble #7) is new to the Playhouse stage. She has 
been acting and singing since before she can remember, and plans to   continue to do 
so. Her favorite roles include “Choir” in The Hunchback of Notre Dame at Center for 

the Arts in Murfreesboro, and one of “The Lovely Boylan Sisters” in her school’s 
production of Annie. She wishes to thank her Mother, Father, Sister, and Grandma for 

coming all the way out to see her in a murder musical. She also thanks her Papa for 
instilling in her a love for theatre and the arts.  

Lilly Cunningham (Young Girl, Sally Gacy) hates writing bios. 

*signifies member of Alpha Psi Omega Dramatic Honor Society



About the staff… 

Bob Cardana* (Head of Design/Technical Director)  flunked his 8:00 a.m. chemis-
try class, aced his theatre class, and never looked back. A summer working as a lab 
analysis technician at a sewage treatment plant, sealed his fate. He has           per-
formed as a designer, technician, and theater consultant during the last 30 
years.  Previous teaching duties have recently taken him to Michigan at Ferris State, 
Virginia at The Shenandoah Conservatory of the Arts, and Pennsylvania at     
Bloomsburg University.  He is thrilled to be here in Tennessee working with a great 
group of colleagues and students. Bob holds a Master of Fine Arts in Stage Design 
with specialty in Lighting and Scenery from Southern Methodist University in Dallas, 
and a Bachelors in Technical Theater from California State University. 

James Lyle Alder* (Facilities Manager, Scene Shop Foreperson) has served in many 
disparate roles for various academic, community and professional productions,     
including as Lighting Designer, Master Carpenter, Scenic Designer, Electrician, Stage 
Manager, and as a Producer—in addition to occasionally gracing the stage as an actor. 
James is a theatre artist, a local polemicist and an activist involved in a multitude of 
initiatives focusing on the impoverished, the unhoused, and the incarcerated. He 
views his dramatic work as a natural expression and manifestation of his values, and 
believes that the theatre is a sacred space wherein empathy is engendered through     
storytelling, and where each practitioner is expected to give according to their abili-
ties, and to receive according to their needs. An alum of both CHS and Tennessee 
Tech, James has lived in Cookeville for eighteen years. He now resides here with: his 
gorgeous partner, Kenny Payne; his black shorthair, Ho Chi Minh; his mastador, Ro-
nan; and his dear  mother, Brenda Jo. 

Chelsea Holland* (Voice Coach) is excited to be helping out with this show! Chel-
sea has directed many musicals and programs through her work as an elementary mu-

sic teacher; her favorite being The Lion King Kids this past Spring. Chelsea loves the 
backdoor playhouse theatre community and would like to thank Mark and Mendy for 

allowing her to help out. She also wants to let the cast and crew know how proud she 
is of all of them and their hard work. As always, she would like to thank her partner 
and her amazing children for being her world and keeping things together at home 

while she spent many evenings away.

Chloe White (Stage Manager) was first introduced to theatre in middle school when 
she joined the drama club and has been hooked since. She is passionate about back-
stage work and acting. This is her fourth production with the Backdoor Playhouse, 
and she hopes to work on many more! One day, she would like to make a career out 
of stage management. She wants to thank her friends and family for supporting her 
love of theatre and the Playhouse for giving her the opportunity to do what she loves. 

Emma Waltenbaugh* (Assistant Stage Manager) is a senior at Tennessee Tech 
studying Human Ecology. This is her ninth production at the Backdoor Playhouse. 

She loves the theatre program at Tech and the Backdoor Playhouse has become her 
home away from home. Emma would like to thank her parents for helping her be-

come the woman that she is. 

*signifies member of Alpha Psi Omega Dramatic Honor Society



Mark Harry Creter is a Professor of Theatre for the Department of 
English at Tennessee Technological University as well as the artistic director 
of TTU's Backdoor Playhouse. He recently directed productions of The   
Fantasticks , and  Airness by Chelsea Marcantel at Tech. His favourite    
performance is the role of Willy Loman in Death of a Salesman by Arthur 
Miller. He had the    pleasure of performing the role of “Erie” Smith in the 
2021 winter production of Hughie by Eugene O’Neill, directed by close 
friend, and colleague, Joe Clark.  

He received his Bachelor of Arts in Theatrical Production from       
Lynchburg  College in Lynchburg, Virginia and his Master of Fine Arts 
in Acting and Directing from the University of North Carolina at  
Greensboro.  After finishing his college training he spent a number of 
years performing professionally in regional theatres and dinner theatres 
from Greensboro, North Carolina to Omaha, Nebraska. Eventually he 
settled in Tennessee, first in Knoxville where he co-founded the          
Tennessee Stage Company and now in Cookeville where he continues to 
get into all kinds of theatrical trouble.  

He has received awards for outstanding directing and acting from 
the Knoxville Area Theatre Coalition. He received the artist patron award 
from the Cookeville Arts Council and the Intellectual Freedom Award 
from the National Council of Teachers of English for his work on The 
Vagina Monologues. He received the QEP Award of Excellence in      
Innovative Instruction for 2008-2009 with his friend and colleague Andy 
Smith. He was winner of the  College of Arts & Sciences Award for    
Research and Creative Activity for 2015.   

He is professionally associated with the Tennessee Theatre      
Association, the South Eastern Theatre Conference, the Kennedy Centre 
American College  Theatre Festival and the David Mamet Society.   

He lives in Cookeville with his beautiful wife, independent business 
owner and local dance instructor Jennifer Dotson-Creter. They have a      
fantastic blue-eyed son named Gus, who began his college career at     
Tennessee Tech this fall.  Mark remains grateful for the constant support he 
receives from family and friends.  

Artistic Director 



AUDITIONS FOR WINTERFEST  
3 One-Act Plays, 3 Student Directors! 

Monday, November 28, 2021 
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
Backdoor Playhouse 

THE STORY: Three student directors, Aaron Ramsey, 
Chloe White, and Ashley Hale will each be directing a 
one-at play of their choosing.  The tentative plays are: 
 
*10 Ways to Survive the Zombie Apocalypse by Don Zolidis 

*The Candidate by Brent Holland  
*Check Please by Jonathan Rand  
* rights pending. 

Winterfest 2023 will be performed;  
 

February 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18, 2023 at 8:00 p.m. 

Late Show: February 16, 2023 at 10:00 p.m. 

Matinee: February 18, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. 

Auditions are open to all interested actors.  
No preparation is necessary. Auditions will consist of  
cold-readings from the scripts. 



AUDITIONS FOR  
SPRING PRODUCTION 

Leading Ladies  
By Ken Ludwig 

Directed by Mark Harry Creter 

Tuesday, February 21, 2023 
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
Backdoor Playhouse 

SUMMARY 
 
In this hilarious comedy by the author of Lend Me A Tenor and 
Moon Over Buffalo, two English Shakespearean actors, Jack and 
Leo, find themselves so down on their luck that they are performing 
"Scenes from Shakespeare" on the Moose Lodge circuit in the Amish 
country of Pennsylvania. When they hear that an old lady in York, 
PA is about to die and leave her fortune to her two long lost English 
nephews, they resolve to pass themselves off as her beloved relatives 
and get the cash. The trouble is, when they get to York, they find out 
that the relatives aren't nephews, but nieces! Romantic entanglements 
abound, especially when Leo falls head-over-petticoat in love with 
the old lady's vivacious niece, Meg, who's engaged to the local minis-
ter. Meg knows that there's a wide world out there, but it's not until 
she meets "Maxine and Stephanie" that she finally gets a taste of it.  

Auditions are open to all interested actors.  
No preparation is necessary.  
Auditions will consist of  
cold-readings from the scripts. 



 Working on an original piece of theatre is a rare opportunity for 
me. I have collaborated a number of times with my dear friend, Lee Papa 
on crafting one-person shows based around his blog "character" the Rude 
Pundit and it was always terrifically fun and challenging and that resulted 
in critically acclaimed productions presented in New York City at the   
International Fringe Festival and twice in Calgary, Canada at the One  
Yellow Rabbit Theatre. Getting to work on those shows with someone I 
am creatively in sync with was always exciting and creatively fulfilling. A 
few years ago I worked with a local "playwright/composer/
multihyphenate" on her show which will remain nameless in these notes 
as it was the worst experience of my 40+ years in theatre. What I was  
hoping would be an exciting experience for myself, my colleagues, and 
the community ended up being a complete nightmare in every way.      
Suffice to say, I came out of it wondering if I would ever work on an  
original play again. But, last March I received an email from Jason     
Spraggins asking if I would be interested in reading a new, unproduced 
musical he had been working on for about a decade, and not just any    
musical, a True-Crime Musical Thriller about notorious serial killer, John 
Wayne Gacy. He also suggested an interest in finding a theatre that might 
want to do a staged reading. I thought that it would be worth looking at 
and could maybe be a fun little presentation we could do at the beginning 
of the semester so I responded positively as I also was in the process of 
trying to decide on a fall musical production and was not feeling overly 
inspired by the choices I was pursuing. Also, frankly, I am a fan of serial 
killers, I find clowns to be creepy, and I am always interested in strange 
and unusual plays on which to work.  
 As I began to read the play I was drawn into the world that Jason 
created. Even though it was, in many ways, our world, populated by relat-
able characters that were based on the actual people affected by the hor-
rors of Gacy's actions, it was so engaging and interesting and, to my fe-
vered imagination, very stageable. Jason had created a play with so many 
powerful visual moments that I could see in my mind's eye. I also found 
myself so interested in the songs and how he incorporated them into the 
play. I simply read through the lyrics as if they were poetry. It was actual-
ly a while before I clicked on the links to the recorded songs Jason provid-
ed me. I needed to understand the songs and why they existed in the piece 
before I could listen to them as music. What I discovered is that the songs 
make sense as moments of illumination into the character's desires or, as 
often is the case with Gacy, the illumination of his delusions, lies, and 
misdirection.  
        Continued> 

A few thoughts from the director... 



 The more I lived with Crawlspace in my head, the more I 
began to think, "why do a staged reading when we can actually do a 
full  production"? I also realized there was something else at the 
heart of Jason's play, a very contemporary parable about how little 
we know about our neighbors and how horrifying it can be to     
discover the dark secrets in the hearts of our friends and neighbors. 
Fear has  become a daily emotion in America in 2022, and we have 
all become either John Wayne Gacy's neighbors or John Wayne 
Gacy himself. In fact, maybe we are all a little of both.  
 With my unbridled enthusiasm in place, I decided to pitch 
the idea to my colleagues of presenting Crawlspace: A True-Crime 
Musical Thriller as the official fall production for the 2022-2023 
Season in the Backdoor Playhouse. If they had any doubts, they 
didn't express them to me. I was met with a resounding, "let's do it". 
Ironically, I asked Bob and James before asking Jason, although I 
could not imagine a scenario where a playwright would say, "no" to 
a production of their play, and I was correct. Jason seemed         
cautiously enthusiastic when I pitched him the idea and we were 
full steam ahead.     
 Oh, yes, a word about the music. I don't want to suggest the 
music wasn't important as clearly, if the music does not work the 
musical will fail. Once I started listening to Matt Glickstein's music 
for Crawlspace I found it very effective and memorable. Although I 
have directed numerous musicals in my career, I do not always feel 
qualified to judge the quality of music. Working with my music 
director, Mendy Richards, allows me to move forward with     
working on a production knowing that there is an expert to handle 
the musical aspects of the show. She confirmed my instinct that the 
music was good, and that singers and musicians could perform it.  
 The next question that needed answering was could we 
stage the piece in the Backdoor Playhouse.  I had no reason to   
worry as Bob and I began pitching ideas back and forth and it was 
clear he could do this. He is an amazing collaborator, artist and   
educator.  
 So, eight months since first contact, and nine weeks of    
rehearsals, a cast of eighteen, a crew of twenty seven, and six     
musicians, are ready to bring you the World Premiere of 
Crawlspace: A True-Crime Musical Thriller by Jason Spraggins 
and Matt Glickstein. What a journey this has been and I am grateful 
to everyone who made it possible.  
 
 

Mark H. Creter  Artistic Director, 1992-present. 



 
Melinda L. “Mendy” Richards, Musical Director and Orchestra               
Conductor, brings a depth and breadth of experience to the Backdoor     
Playhouse in her 15th such musical theatre project, the Fall 2021 production 
of “The Fantasticks.” Holder of the B.S. in Music Education from Tennessee 
Tech, and the M.Mus. in percussion performance from the University of  
Tennessee, she studied conducting of the late James Wattenbarger and Don 
Neuen. Legacies being what they are, Mendy can trace her conducting 
“genealogy” to Robert Shaw and   Julius Hereford, the latter of whom     
mentored both a seasoned Shaw in his early career and a very young Leonard 
Bernstein. Formerly a     professional wind band conductor with the United 
States Air Force, she has conducted concerts throughout the United States 
and Mexico. Mendy has been active in the theatre for many years, as an    
actor,   singer, assistant stage manager, musician, and musical director; and 
so brings a special connection to the actors in the musicals for which she has 
provided musical direction, including “Assassins,” “Meredith  Wilson’s The 
Music Man”, “Bat Boy: The Musical,” “A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum,” “25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,” “Man of La 
Mancha” “Cabaret,” Rocky Horror Show,” “Avenue Q,” and “First Date,” 
and “Chicago,” to name a few. 
 

An active Tech Player during her undergraduate days at Tennessee Tech, 
Mendy was inducted into Alpha Psi Omega in 1971. We don’t know where 
her certificate is, but it should be on our wall! Favorite roles as an actor and 
Tech Player were “Conjur Woman” in the 1970 production of “Dark of the 
Moon,” and the White Rabbit for the 1971 production of “Alice in           
Wonderland,” a role that reprised the next year for the collaboration of     
Theatre and Music Departments, “Camelot.” Clearly, the “roar of the grease-
paint” is in Mendy’s ears, and she relishes every moment spent working on 
musical projects such as “Crawlspace.” Of this production, she says, “The 
opportunity to work with Mark Creter on a project that will see its first    
staging at the Backdoor is a rare and special treat. We have worked together 
on premieres before, but a musical based on the memories of John Wayne 
Gacy? Alrighty then! So, sit back, buckle up for the Backdoor Playhouse’s 
premier production of “Crawlspace.” 

Musical Director  



Matt Glickstein (music) is a songwriter and composer born and raised in 
Kaneohe, Hawaii. He is a 2006 graduate from the University of Redlands, 
receiving a Bachelor of Music in Composition. As his senior project, he 
wrote and directed an original musical, Freshmen Follies. Matt is the 
founder and Executive Director of the Lana'i Academy of Performing Arts 
(LAPA) and has served as Music Director for every LAPA musical (11) 
since the organization was formed in 2013. He also wrote the original     
musicals "Island Below the Star" (2013) and "Day of Conquest: A Story of 
Kaululāʻau (2019), which were performed by LAPA. In 2019, Matt was 
chosen as one of eight American dramatic educators to be honored at the 
Musical Theater International Junior Theater Festival with the prestigious 
Freddie G Fellowship award.  
 
Jason Spraggins (book and lyrics) was born in Bells, Tennessee. He 
earned his Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education from Lambuth           
University in Jackson, TN and his Master of Arts in Education from Bethel 
University in McKenzie, TN. He has taught instrumental music privately 
and in the classroom since his graduation. In 2004, he wrote the book and 
lyrics to the musical Beyond Bethlehem. He currently serves as the TN  
Educational Consultant for Amro Music Stores based in Memphis, TN and 
is pursuing his Ed. S. degree with Austin Peay State University. Jason is an 
active composer; his original music for concert band is published by Alfred 
Music, GPG Music, and Warming Sun Music. 

Playwright 

Composer 



The 68th Season of the 
Tech Players Drama Club  

  on the Campus of TN Tech 
 

Autumn 2022 

by Jason Spraggins and Matt Glickstein 

*********************************** 

Winter 2023 

February 9-18, 2023 

*********************************** 

Spring 2023 

A Comedy by Ken Ludwig 
April 13-22, 2023 

************************************ 
__________________________________________________ 

Search “TTU Tech Players” on your favorite  
Social Media sites and give us a follow to receive the most 
up to date information on upcoming productions, events, 
the special behind-the-scenes photos/videos of our theatre 

and its wonderful Players! 
 

For further information please contact Mark Creter at  
931-372-3478 or mcreter@tntech.edu. Visit our webpage at  

www.tntech.edu/bdph/. 



  
The Theatre program operates as part of the     

English Department in the College of Arts and  
Sciences. Students who are  interested in theatre 
can work  towards a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

English with a concentration in Theatre. The  
student can pursue their interest in many different 

aspects of theatre such as acting, directing, and 
technical theatre work. Areas of study include 

stagecraft, theatre design, theatre history, dramatic 
literature, and film studies. Students can also  

pursue a minor in Theatre.  
 The theatre program currently produces three 
productions a year. The productions are presented 
in the Backdoor Playhouse located in the historic 

Jere Whitson Building. Auditions are held on   
campus during the school year and are open to   

anyone with an interest in theatre not only students 
in the theatre concentration.  

 For more information about the theatre     
program  visit our homepage at www.tntech.edu/

bdph/ or contact Mark Creter at                       
mcreter@tntech.edu or                                        

Bob Cardana at rcardana@tntech.edu. 

College of Arts and Sciences  
Department of English  
Theatre Concentration  



Miss Dorothy Printz Pennebaker,  
the Patron Saint of the TTU Backdoor  

Playhouse. 
  
 The Dorothy Printz-Pennebaker Memorial Production Fund is 
an endowment established in 1991 to support the Tech Players annual 
spring production.  
 The endowment was established by her daughter, Dr. Martha 
Lee Osborne, a retired Professor of  Philosophy and former chairperson 
of the Women’s Studies Program at the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville. Miss Pennebaker, a member of Tennessee Tech’s English 
faculty from 1946 until her retirement in 1972, died in 1989 at the age 
of 82.  
 “My mother was a dedicated teacher,” Osborne said. “Her      
personal effects include countless letters from students and former    
students who attribute their academic success largely to encouragement 
and caring.”  
 As sponsor of the English Club, Pennebaker was co-founder of 
“Homespun”, Tennessee Tech’s first literary magazine and of the Tech 
Players, the university’s first dramatic society. She was instrumental in 
bringing the first chapter of Alpha Psi Omega National Dramatic Honor 
Society to the campus.  

  
Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the endowment may do so by writing to the Office 
of University Advancement, P.O. Box 5111, Cookeville, TN 38505, or  
calling (931) 372-3206.  

 
(From the Cookeville Herald-Citizen, March 25, 1991) 



For Your Information: 

No person shall be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the  

benefits of, or be subject to         
discrimination under any  

program or activity of the TTU 
Backdoor Playhouse on the 

grounds of race, color, sexual      
orientation, or national origin.  

 

Thank you, The Management 



 

Tech Players Drama Club 
 
 

The official drama club of TTU celebrates its 63rd season. Founded in 1954 by  
members of the senior class under the guidance of English faculty member 
Miss Dorothy Printz Pennebaker, the Tech Players continues to provide the 
campus and community with quality productions of both classic and            
contemporary plays. The Tech Players currently produce three shows a year  in 
their newly renovated home in the Backdoor Playhouse located in the rear of 
the Jere Whitson Building. For further information about the TTU Tech     
Players, please contact Mark Creter at mcreter@tntech.edu or visit our website 
at www.tntech.edu/bdph.  
 

******************************************************** 

 

Alpha Psi Omega Dramatic Honor Society 
 
 

Originally chartered on May 13, 1957, the TTU chapter of Alpha Psi Omega, a  
national dramatic fraternity, was reactivated in the spring of 1993 by members 
of the Tech Players and faculty advisor Mark Creter. Current members invite 
interested students to become active in theatre at TTU. For further information 
about Alpha Psi Omega, please contact faculty advisor Mark Creter at      
mcreter@tntech.edu or visit our  website at www.tntech.edu/bdph.  
 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AT THE 
TTU BACKDOOR PLAYHOUSE  
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OUR LOYAL PATRONS 
 

Clay Robertson     $1,000.00 

Scott Muir                                                       $  500.00 

Dana Grantham                                               $  500.00 

F Troupe, Inc.        $ 350.00 

Angelo & Jeanette Volpe    $ 300.00 

Jere Mitchum     $ 200.00 

Prit & Sharon Chowdhuri   $ 200.00 

Becky Magura & Jennifer LeFevre  $ 100.00 

Evan & Dierdre Cole     $ 100.00 

Michael & Michelle O’Rourke  $ 100.00 

Julia Gruber & Jon Jonakin   $ 100.00 

Janey Bassett      $ 100.00 

Rita Barnes     $ 100.00 

Chad & Sarah McDonald   $ 100.00 

Alan &  Joyce Tatum    $ 100.00 

Glennys Ulsehak    $ 100.00 

Steve & Robin Stark    $ 100.00 

Paul Hammonds     $  50.00 

Susan Frey      $  50.00 

Liz Kassera     $  40.00 

Shirley Laird     $  40.00  

Del and Linda Delventhal   $  30.00 

 
Please consider becoming a patron.  
Donations of any amount will help  

our program continue to grow.  
Please use form on back page of the program.  
OUR FAITHFUL SUPPORTERS 

 

Cookeville Performing Arts Center, Stage One Dance Studio,                     
Center Stage, Linda Fisk, Cheyenne Lewis, Liz Kassera, 

Graham and Bettye Kash, Albert and Pat Wilhelm, Steve Gwilt,  
Kathy and Michael Gilpatrick, Melissa Powell, Herald-Citizen,            

TTU Photographic Services, TTU Public Affairs,  
and Chartwell’s Catering. 



Become a Patron  
of the Playhouse! 

 
We implore you to become a member of our  

patron’s organization. Your tax-deductible contribution, along with 
funds provided by the University and the TTU Center Stage Series, 

will be used to support our annual theatre season. If you desire, 
donations can be marked for certain parts of the theatre, such as 
lighting or sound equipment. Please sign up now and become a 

patron by making a tax-deductible contribution to the  
TTU Theatre Program. 

   

Mail to:  TTU Dept. of English, Theatre Concentration  
  Backdoor Playhouse 
  Box 5053 
  Cookeville, TN 38505 
 

Name___________________________________ 
 

Address_________________________________ 
 

             _________________________________ 
 

Phone #_________________________________ 
 

E-mail__________________________________ 
 

Amount of gift ____________ 
 

____Please add me to your mailing/e-mail list. 
 




